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take up his club, he at one blow with his Sword of 
Sharpneſs, cut off his head. The Conjurer ſeeing 
this, immediately mounted into the air, and was 
carried away in a whirlwind, Thus was the whole 
enchantment broken, and every Knight and Lady 
who had been for a long time transformed inty 
birds and beaſts, returned to their proper ſhapes a. 

ain; and as for the Caſtle, though it ſeemed at firit 
to be of vaſt ſtrength and bigneſs, it vaniſhed 
way like a cloud of ſmoke: whereupon an univ. 
ſal joy appeared among the releaſed Knights a: 
Ladies. This being done, the head of Galliganta, 
was likewiſe (according to Jack: accuſtomed m. 
ner) canveyed to the court of King Arthur, as 1 
preſent m ide to his M. zjeſty. The ve ry next day, 
after having refreſhed the Knights and Ladies: at 
the old man's habitation, who lived at the foot ot 
the mountain, he ſet de wand to the Court of Kin, 
Arthur, with thoſe Knights and Ladies whom lie 
had to honour: bly delivered. 

When coming to 1s Majely, and having relut. 
ed all the paſſages of his fierce encounters, his tan 
rang through the whole court; and a reward o 
his good ſervice, the King prevajle | vc itk the afere. 
ſaic! Duke, AT beſiou 1118 Lavglde iu mA riage tt 
honeſt Jack, proteſting that tacre wis no man {© 
worthy of her a5 he; to all which the Duke tonour- 
ably conſented: So married they were, and not on- 
ly the c ourt, but likewite tne kingdom was filled 
with joy and triumph at the BE Ps, ng. After which 
the king, as a reward for his good fe TVv1ces done 1: 
the nation, betowed upon aim a noble habitat! on 
with a very plentiful eſtate belonging thereunt- 

where he and his Lady lived tre remainder oft!. 
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ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES 
0 r T A R 


WARRTIAGE STATE. 


S I walked through the wilderneſs of 
this world, I laid me down to ſleep. 


and fancied myſelf travelling to the city of 


old Babylon, where I was much amazed in 
viewing the curiofities of the place; as the 
Tower, the Wall, the Gates, the Streets, the 
Palace, the River, the Images in the plain of 
Dura, &c. I obſerved the city, and it ap- 
peared in different views. In one part, the 
people were entirely taken up in revellings, 
feaſtings, diverſions, ſplendid appearances, 
and enjoying themſelves. In the other, they 
were more reſerved, and wcre much taken 
up in a demure dreis and behaviour, in the 
decency of their houſes and ſtreets, in the 
Te gularity of their towers and fortifications, 

&c, but, without any appearancewf Ganger, 
they ſeemed entirely at eaſe. 

n when J had ſatiated myſelf with 
gazing at the particular ſhews, I thought to 
take a proſpect of the whole city together.— 
So I walked to a riſing ground, a little retir- 
ed from the croud, where I taw a Booth, 


which 


. 


.0 


LY 
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which I took to be built on purpoſe, for the 
conveniency of taking proſpects, and went 
directly to 25 and, at the door, I faw an old 
man, of whom I enquired, if he had a pro- 
ſpect-glals, he pretdic mis ht be favoured with 
a tull view of the roy al-Ci ity, which I ſuppoſ- 
ed to be the metrop: 01:3 of the world. He 
told me if I pleated to take GENDETALE ob- 
ſer ration, I might, perhaps, have different 
apprehenſions of that ſplendid city, than I 
had at preſent; but he aſſured me, it was ſo 
full of inteſtine perp! lexity; that the inhabi- 
tants had no real fatisfaQtion in themſelves. 
He therefore, then, fetched out his proſpect- 
ive, and told me, if 1 pleaſed, he would 
ſhew me the fituation of the place, whereby 
I might be convinced, that its condition was 
not {o happy, nor its glory ſo majeſtic, as 1 
imagined. So | took a diſtinct view of the 
ſouth-fide, and the foundation appeared to 
be nothing bur bogs and quick-ſands, which 
could not poſſibly juſtain the buildings, but 
rc long, they mult inevitably fink. I again 
took a view of the north-fide, aud the found- 
ation was all bituminous and fulphureous 
matter, interſperſed with ſubterraneous fire, 
whichaappeared ready in a monient to break 
lorth in flames. He then bade me look to 
the ail, and I ſaw a very formidable army 
approaching the city, with | ull power to de- 
ſtroy it; and they [Dread themſelves with 


kury, like the roaring of the fea, and there 
was 3 trembling upon all the hills, rivers, 
cs, 
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trees, and fields, but all the inhabitants o. 


the city continued in a ſtupiſication. When 
J had deliberated theſe things, it filled me 
with aſtoniſhment, ſuch as cauſed my bowels 
to turn within me. Such was my dilappoint- 
ment, and the horror that ſeized me, that I 
thought I was neither able to bear the fight, 
fly from it, nor ſtand my ground. I aſked 
the old man, if I might lodge all night in that 
Booth, but he told me, 1t was not a place for 
lodging, nor would any perſon, in his right 
mind, think it fate to ſleep ſo near the city; 
yet, if I pleaſed, I might come in and reſt 
myſelf a little. When I entered, I found 
four young Men, brethren, very carefully 
peruſing a map, making very particular re- 
marks and diligent obſervations, and would 
ſometimes inquire the old man's judgement, 
to inform them of the meaning of ſome 
things. Hereupon I aſked, What place it 
was ſo much attracted their attention? They 
told me, it was the map of Babylon and 
Canaan, with all the bounds between the 
two places, and being determined to leave 
their native country, and travel to the latter 
place, was the reaſon of their preſent inquir- 
ies. 

So I obſerved, and they all made prepara- 
tions, with vigorous reſolutions, for their 
journey. And amongſt other conſultations 
with the old man (their inſtructor) they 
earneſtly craved his advice, Whether it were 


expedient for each of them to take along 


with 


hw + 
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with him a female companion? Which he 
very chearfully encouraged them to do, pro- 
vided they were {uch as were diſpoſed to go 
tae ſame way, and had their hearts engaged 
to leck the fame country. Otaerwile, he 
admeniſhed them, by all means, to avoid 
ſach COMPanions as had no Wer- of, 

nor delight in the way they deſianed to tra- 

vol. 

tie pointed out to them, many difficulties 

in the way, where the company of ſtrangers 
would be ot very dangerous conſequences: 
and further, informed them of many in- 
ſtances, what bad effects travellers, who had 
forn erly gone that way, had found from 
diſagrecable companions ; to prevent which 
incon An fencies. the king of the country had 
made a law, that none of his ſubjects ſhould 
join with ſtrangers to be companions in that 
journey. I waited to ſee what influence this 
advice would have upon the minds of theſe 
young men. But | ob! ſerved, that at the 
firſt, none of them feemed to reliſli his 
council; for they had all either contracted 
ſome acquaintance with, or placed their fan- 
cy upon, maids who were natives of Baby- 

lon. But the more they appeared engaged in 
their affections, the more the Inſt ructor inſiſt- 
ed on the danger and pernicious conſequen- 
ces which would attend their having ſuch 
companions; and withal rold them, the king 
had appointed one to attend them in their 


journey, whole name was S:/f-dena!, without 
whole 
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whoſe company, it would be impoſſible ever 


to reach the borders of Canaan ; and that to 
chooſe a ſtranger for a companion, would be 
ſuch an infult to him, at the firit ſetting out, 
as might cauſe a miſunderſtanding all the 
way. For his part, . told them, that to 
pretend to travel to C un, and to chooſe a 
Babylonian for a companion, was a contra- 
dition; that he could not but doubt the fin- 
cerity of their hearts, for if it was poſlible 
tor a ftncere traveller to chooſe ſuch a com- 
panion, yet he was very certain, it could 
not be ſo as long as they continued in the 
Tight uſe of their reaſon; and he muſt diſ- 
charge his conſcience in giving them timely 
admonition. 

I obſerved the event of thoſe corffultations, 
and I found the oldeſt, whoſe name was T he 
zac, could not be moved by all theſe argu- 
ments, but abſolutely choſe one, who was 
an utter itranger to the path, nor had any 
delight therein, nor defire thereto. And, 
when he had covenanted with her, ſhe 
jroved fo averſe to going along with him, 
and ſo reluctant 1 puriuing his intended 
Journey, that ſhe prevailed upon him to de- 
ſiſt from his purpoſe: fo he ſettled with 
her in Babylon. And poor Theomacus, with 
is companion, wers both there when the 
city was deſtroyed, and periſhed in the 
ruins, 

But the ſecond brother, whoſe name was 
Negatio,. more regarded the counſel given 

hun, 
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him, and ſeemed more heedful in his choice 
of a companion that would be willing to go 
along with him; ſo, at laſt, he met with 
one who appeared compliable to his deſire. 
Tho' ſhe had no knowledge of the way, nor 
deſire to walk in it, only it ſeemed a matter 
indifferent, but as he was Iinclined to under- 
take the journey, the would cendeſcend to 
compliment him with her company; this 

pleaſed the young man well, as he thought 
be would both gratity himſelf in the choice 
of a companion, and alſo act coniormably 
to his directions; but he did not conſider, 
that while her mind was poſſeſſed with ſuch 
ind:Terence, her company muſt be very un- 
profitable. However, they joined hands : 
and the _complimentes him with her com- 
panty. So they ſet out together, as if they 
would proceed on the jcuiney; ; but her in. 
different mind ſoon prevailed, ſo as to coo! 
his warm 2T-Qions, and caufed their ad- 
vances to be very flow. 1 obſerved, waen 

Imnco/:mb heard of his nend. 4 5 „tio join 
lands with a Babylon: * u he paſfed by 
Un. d. 01, he wrote 1 I 2 . Ae 
the -V travelled, they * auld trequen fit 
down in the made, divert emfelves with 
trifles, and often turn aſide, which made 
their progreſs very ſmall; aud this indolence 
prevailed more and more, until they came 
to a low valley by the brink of the river 
I.uphrates, where they turned aſide and fell 
aſlcep; and while they flept, there aroſe a 
ſwell 
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ſwell in the river, and the flood ſwept them 
both away. 

As for the third, whoſe name was Eu 
phemius, when he heard the admonitions, they 
made deep impreſſions upon his mind, and 
filled him with awful apprehenſions; he was 
convinced of the pernicious conſequences 
which would attend ſuch company, and ap- 
peared ſolicitous to avoid them; but how it 
was, I have now forgot, whether, before 
theie conſiderations, he had contracted a cor- 
reſpondence, or whether afterwards, by dalit- 
ance and giving Atitude to his fancy, he for- 
got himſelf 
ter of the Chaldee es, which, betwixt the in- 
ſtructions he had received, and his own miſ- 
guarded affections, cauſed ſome ſtrugglings 
of his mind: for the perſon was of a com- 
plaiſant diſpoſition, nor ſeemed at all re- 
luctant to the things he had in view. Vet 
he plainly perceived ſhe had no taſte for 
them, and that her innate diſpoſition was 
more to Babylon than Canaan; ſhe had ne- 
ver been convinced of the miſery and ruin 
approaching her native country, nor ac— 


quainted with the pleaſures and deligbt ot 


the land which he was ſeeking after, neither 
had any deſire to the way, but his ſtrong in- 
clination ſtimulated him to reaſon upon 
every thing in the moſt advantageous light, 
and to put the beſt con{tructions upon every 
circumſtance: as thus, that her complaiſance 
Was ſuch, that ſhe would be no hinderance 


OT 


, and was entangled with a daugh- 
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or moleſtation to him; that, by his example, 
he might engage her mind to that which ſhe 
had no inclination at prefent; that it was 
very hard to be prohibited from one who, in 
all other reſpects, appeared fo defireable 
and that, probably, he might never find 3 2 
companion coraplete in every point. In ſhort, 
he perſiſted in theſe kinds of reaſoungs, 
until he had almoſt ſtupified bis ſenſes; but 
ſtill, could not tree himſelf from convincing 
and dreadful apprehenſions of the evil of 
taking fo indirect a ſtep, and the inconven!- 
ences which would attend it, until, at length, 
a refolute paſſion prevailed lo far, that his 
eyes were darkened that he ſcarce perceived 
the day from the night; and, during this ob- 
ſtruction of his fentes, he went one evening, 
after the fun was gone down, and joined 
hands with this Eabylonian; but, when the 
fun aroſe in the morning, 2 he was a little 
come to himlelt, he then tecame ſenſible of 
the raſhneſs of his adventure, but it was too 
late to recal it. He now ſaw into what 
ſnares he had brought himſei!, in what diffi- 
culties he was involved, and what incom- 
modities mult attend his journey, and that 
now he had no way left, but to make che 
beſt he could of the matter, and to grapple 
with it as well as it ſhould pleaſe Cod to en- 
able him. 

S9, after ſome bitter refle tions, he en- 
ee to ſmother his grief, and betake 
himſelf to his jcuraey, exerting his utmoſt 


Ikill 
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ill and power to take his companion along 
with him. But alas! When he attempted to 
!ead her into the wiy, he ſcund ſhe had not 
cet, the could nut move a ſep further than 


ahe muft carry her, and a heavy burthen ſhe 


proved. I obſerved fome of his trav-:ls ; 
when he met with dangers, diſtreſſes, or diſ- 
appointments, he wound begin to expoſe his 
grief, and unboſom his mind to his com- 
panion, but ſne had no eurs, no underſtand- 
ing, nor heart to ſympathize with him, nor 

was ſhe capable of knowing the nature of 
his complaint; if he was beſet with rab- 
bers, wild beaſts, ſerpents, &c. he would 
Sometimes make his complaint to her, but 
{he could neither aſſiſt nor comfort him; if 
he wanted directions in the way, fhe could 
not give him any counſel; if he was fick or 
wounded, and wanted cordials or oil to hi: 
wounds, ſhe had no hands to adminiſter any 
relief; and, as ſhe never was capable ot 
yieiling him any ſuccour or comfort in his 
ſufferings, neither was the ever capable of 
partaking of his enioyments. It he met 
with any garden ot, ſpices, or refreſhing 
Iprings, by the way, he would offer her to 
ea: and drink with him, but ſhe had no taſte; 
if he found ſweet flowers, the had no fmell, 
and could have no delight in thein; if he 
had any delightful proſpects, he would en- 
to thew them to his companion, 


but ſhe hai ao eyes; if he met with any 
fellow-travellers, he would invite her to en- 


joy 


: 
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joy their company, but ſhe was never ſoci- 
able with any perlon who ſpoke the language 
of Canaan, for it was a language that & 
had not learned. Thus, whatever grief be 
tel him, or whatever enjoyment "he was 
favoured with in all his journey, he never 
found any ſympathy or congratulation irom 
her, nor were her alletion* otherwiſe mov- 
cd, than ſometimes to deipifſe, and ſome— 
times to ſhew diſguſt and diſtyrbance of 
mind: but as {12 had no life, capacity, ſenſe, 
Kor activity, to walk in the choſen path, ſhe 
lad ſo much the more Vivacity in things 
Pertaming to her own element; fo that, te 
draw him aſide, ſhe would diſcover lach a 
ſorightlineſs in all her ſenſes, be ſo pleatant 
2nd diverting, and in all her converſation 
lo engaging, that the proved a very great 
Einderance to him in his journey; for tho” 
it was not in his power to find any thing, in 
his way, that would divert or influence her 
mind, vet the frequently found out fome- 
thing, in her own path, nich did divert, and 
inſentibly draw away his heart, by which he 
Was many times cutangled, aud laden as with 
thick clay. 

Another thing 1 obſerved, that after he 
had begun his journey, the King of Iſrael 


(wheſe ſubject he w * lent them ſome/young 


lambs to feed, with a ſtrick charge to teach 
them diligently in the way, and bring them 
up in his nurture and admonuition. But 


the performance of thys command was ren- 
| dered 


4. 
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dere impracticable; for, as he inſtructed 
tuen to go right, ſhe induced them to wan- 
der; as he endeavoured to gather them, ſhe 
ſcattered them; and as he fed them with 
wholefoine food, ſhe would ſurfeit them 
with poiſcnous herbs: to, which way the 
King diſpoſed of them afterwards, I never 
knew, but they never proſpered under his 
car2. Thus, her company never yielded 
nim the I®{t benefit or aſſiſtance through 
his whole journey, but was an alloy to all 
his joys, and an azgravation to all his ſor- 
rows. And i t frequently cauſed hmm very 
much regret of mind, to think of his own 
unadvited engagement, and bitter reflections 
on his neglect of duty, wandering and loit 
time which it hal been the occaſion of, as? 
welt as to obſerve the wretched ſtupifaction 
of her mind, which was incapable of ſharing 
h 5 enjoyments, or of being affected with any 

F his calamities; inſomuch, that it turned 
his Pleafant journey into a weariſome travel, 
trough loneiome wilderneſs. 

But at laſt, througa many dull hours and 
tireſome ſteps, he arrived near the borders of 
the la and, upon the bans of the river Jor- 
dan, where, in the midſt of the ſtream, he 
behe'd a man, in a rich prieſtly veſture, 
ſtanding to ſtop the torrent till he was paſſed 
over, which made him approach the river 
exceeding' 7 tranſported with y. Vet, e- 
ven here, he could rot retrain from ſighing, 
when he found it was not poilble for his 

companion 
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companion to go with him one ſtep fur- 
ther; but the glory of his prince, now in 
view, and the joy of approaching the pro- 
miſed land, ſoon revived his ſpirits, and 
made him with readineſs leave her to pals 
the river. (Pſalm xxiii) Here, his burthens 
dropped off, and all his clogs were left be- 
hind ; he went on with treſh ſpirits and vi- 
gour, and chearfulneſs in his countenarice, 
as if ail things were forgotten, but the joy 
that was before him. But as he was taking 
fome of his laſt {teps, jult ready to ſet his fect 
on Canaan's ſhore, he looked behind him, 
and faw her fitting upon the ſand, and be- 
held the river returning with ſuch an over- 
throw, as carried her along the rapid ſtream 
into the Dead Sea. (Matth. vii. 27.) 

As for the laſt, whoſe name was Crrina, 
when he had heard the inftructions and ad. 
monitions, it wrought ſerious reflections on 
his mind, and made him very de::berate, 
notwithſtanding he was a perion of a bright 
genius, great vivacity, and a fine taſte, he 
determined to deny himſelf; fo, as when he 
ſaw the beauty, graceful mien, and heard 
the courteous converſation of the Babyloniſh 
maids, he would withdraw and turn awav 
his eyes (Plal. cxix. 37.) leſt his heart ſhould 
he eninared. However, it ſometimes tell in 
his way to have converſation with ſome who 
1 very engagi ng, eſpecially one Fom- 

ma, whoſe perſon, birth, circumitances, and 


ans rendered | Q=r extremely A- 
| greeable; 


. 
> 
* 


"= 4 


7 - 


* 
= 


x L 

o G 
7 $ 

SS | 

5 

— 1 
. 
* 
! 


% 


1 


14 ON MARRIAGE. 


gre ble; inſomuch, that many of his ac- 
quintaace greatly encouraged him to pur- 
ſue the opportunity, n not neglect ſo valu- 
able 2 prize. This made him ſtagger a lit- 
tle, for indeed ſhe wanted no accompliſh- 
ment, but the language of Canaan, to make 
her juſt ſuch an one as his heart could wiſh, 
en] cau'ed him to realon in his mind as fol- 
Du 

0 a Can I expe to find a perſon more 
def .rabie, or one more likely to be a happy 

c:npanion and help-meet ? 

A. She may prove ſo, to a perſon who 
can be conformable to ſtay with her in Baby- 
lon, but as J am bound to another country, 
{ may find bitterne(s in that which would ap- 
pear happineſs to another. 

Q. But have I not reaſon to hope, that a 
perſon of her reſined qualities may be endow- 
ed with ſuch bleſſings, as to make a fuitable 
companion for me in my journey? 

A. A perſon may be accompliſhed with 
all the excellencies of Babylon, fo as to ap- 
pear ſuperior to many of the citizens, but 
if theſe be only the accompliſhments of their 
own country, they«san only make a gradual 
difference between them and the moſt abject 
peaſant, whereas there is a ſpecific diference 
between a Babylonian and an Iſraelite. 

Q. But is it not very cenforious, to look 
upon ſuch a worthy perſon as no better than 
2 inere Babylonian ? 

A. Inalmuch as the difference is ſo great, 

that 
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that a Babylonian cannot become a ſubje& 
of the King of Iſrael unleſs he be formed a- 
new, we cannot eſteem them any other, fo 
long as there does not appear the ſpecific 
features of the ſele& Nation; (John v. 19. 
John iii. 3.) the idiom of their language, the 
mein of their behaviour, nor yet an earneſt 
inquiry after the defired land, (Matth. viii. 
20.) for we are not to form our conception 
of them different from the deſcription given 
by the King's Scribes. (Prophets and Apol- 
tes.) 

Q. Is it not exceedingly hard, that I muſt 
deny myſelf an object fo agreeable? 

A. The King of Glory denies nothing that 
is good; therefore, if this were really good, 
it would not be denicd me, he only denies 
thoſe things which he knows would be evil, 
and it is a real kindneſs io us t be denied 
them; but ſuppoſe 1 thought it a r2al good, 
is it hard that he ſhould deny me one favour, 
who has given himſelf to me, with all the 
biethings in heaven and earth. 

Q. What if 1 never ind one ſo agreeable, 
who travels the happy road“ 

A. If I had the object now before me, 
my hapęineſs muſt entirely depend on che 
bleſſing of God, and have 1 nat more reaton 
to expect a bleſſing on the right way than on 
the wrong? Beſides, as nothing is witthcl} 
or denied but becauſe it is evil, whatever 
God is pleated to boſtow in his own way 
mult be agreeable, 

Q. Mey 
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May not the valuable qualifications at- 
tending this perſon be fo bleſſed, as to be a 
mean to make me happy and uſeful in the 
way, though. ſhe walks not in it herſeltr 

A. Have ! any reaſon to expect to be 
made happy by a perſon who is an utter 
ſtranger to thoſe things wherein my happi- 
nels conſiſts? Or, can I expect to find ule- 
fulneſs in the way, from that which cannot 
be enjoyed or obtained withour going out of 
the way? Beſides, what quaiification, ſhe 1s 
endowed with, or however valuable accom- 
pliſhments the is poſſeſſed of, it never will be 
her inclination to employ thoſe excellencies 
to aſſiſt others in a way ſhe herſelf hath no 
delight in. (Pſal. Ixxxiv. 1,---12.) 

Q. But ſeeing her diſpoſition is fo agree- 
able and complaiſant, her mind ſo well qua- 
lifted with natural virtues, and decorated 
with ſo many acquired ornaments, is there 
any reaſon to doubt, but that a perſon thus 
prepared will have a taſte for learning, and 
embracing the beſt things, and may I not 
therefore expect to engage her mind to walk 
the blefled way? 

A. All the accompliſhments that a per- 
ſon can poſſibly receive from Babylon, can 
never prepare, quality, nor diſpoſe them for 
travelling to Canaan, nor will they, by any 
means, induce or incline any perſon to re- 
ceive the real knowledge or love of that 
country ; for there 1s nothing in the nature 
of a Babylonian, without the infuſion of 

New 
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new principles, that is capable of reliſhing 
the things of Canaan. (1 Cor. ii. 14.) but 
the more excellent her accompliſhments are, 
the more ſtrongly her mind will be cement- 
ed to that climate whence ſhe received them. 
And, on the other hand, as | formerly was 
a Babylonian, though now bleffed with new 
principles, the old tincture ſtil] remains in 
ny nature, which, like ſo much tinder, is 
ready to kindle with Babyloniſh fire; where- 
fore, the greater excellencics ſhe is accom- 
pliſned with, the greater influence ſhe will 
have to draw me into perpetual danger of 


departing from the living God. (Matthew 
XXV1. 41.) 


When he had thus reaſoned with himſelf, 
he made a full pauſe, appeared in a ftrong 
agitation of mind, and a palenets aroſe in his 
face. I heard him ſigh, and fay to himſelf, 
Whether has my mind been roving!” — 
Then, trembling, he lift up his eyes to hea- 
yen, and earneſtly cried, * O God of all 
grace, deliver me from temptation ;* and 
trom that time, he never would regard any 
of the damſels of the city, but laid, he would 
wait until he ſhould find a true companion, 
and till then, he would walk alone. So he 
went on his way rejoicing that he had e- 
ſcaped the ſnare, and carrying along with 


| him thts motto, The Lord is my portion? 


enjoying creat ſatisfaction in his mind, ſay- 

12g to himſelf, If my King ſee it good for 
* 

me 
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me to be alone, I know he will bleſs that 
* {tate anto me; but if it be for my good to 
* enjoy a companion, I know his goodneſs 
© will prov:de one tor me, without my going 
© out of the way to find one.” 

But as'he was going on his way, he ob- 
ſcrved Miranda, a young virgin, who was 
walking the ſame road, and began to be fa- 
voured with her company, but thought it ad- 
viſeable to be very deliberate. Ges. iv 26.) 
He obſerved whether ſhe cloſely attended to 
the right way: ſo he perceived her taking 
ſomething out of her boſom, digendy per- 
uſe it for a while, the. put it into her boſom 


upon he went up to her, and enquired where 
ſhe was going; ſhe told him to Sion, Ie 
aiked her what the had been peruſing ; ſti 
ſhewed him it; it was the MA of the Koa 
ſthe BI BLE] which ſhe took along with her 
for her guide. He then began to inquire 
who tte was, and whence the came; ſhe told 
him, me was by birth a Chaldean, by educa- 
tion and converiation a Babylonian, but was 
now ſeeking a better country. He alfked 
what expe©: ation or-encouragement fhe had 
in taking ſuch a journey; ſhe told him ts 
had the King's Word (Heb. vi. 17.) to make 
her an inhabitant in his Royal-Palace, when 
ſhe arrived at the Upper-Bethel (Kev. xxi. 
24. Iſaiah xxxiil. 16.) and to grant her fut- 
ficient defence and ſuſtenauce all the Way 
tlither. He aſked tt ſhe could be fully 5 
tisfied 


again and purſue the ſtraight patli, Where- . 
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tisfied in the King's veracity ; ſhe told him, 
the frauds and jealouſtes of Babylon had 
made ſgme impreſſions on her mind; that the 
had found it very difficult to believe him that 
could not he* but his Majeſty had condeſcen- 
ed to give her the ſtrongeſt OREN 
of his fidelity; ſo that now the was cor” 
ced ſhe had no reaſon to doubt his coodhets, 
for he had confirmed his promiſe with an 
oath, and had given her to ſee that, in his 
own records, it was ſealed with blood; that 
hitherto {he had found his word verified to 
her, in ſtrongly defending and abundantiy 
ſupplying her wants, fo that ſhe could ſet to 
her ſeal that he was true; then ſhe allo atked 
him divers queltions, relating to his travels 
and enjoyments, and he lixewiſe anſwered 
her in a free and ſatisfactory manner, ſo that 
their affections began to warm towards one 
another: it was a very comfortable inter- 
view, and their minds were refreſhed with 
eaeh others converſation. 
They appeared ſo agreeable one to an- 
other, that he began to think they might 
de pleaſant and*profitable companions all the 
way; but firſt, he retired to deliberate on 
the converſation that had already paſſed. 
When, the more he thought of her diligence 
in the purſuit of her journey, her fixed ſatis- 
faction concerning the end of it, her under- 
ſtanding in theſe things, laid down for the 
guiding her in the way, and the delight ſhe 
appeared to take in meditating on, and con- 
verſing 
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verſing about, the joys of the City of Ha- 
bitation, &c. the more he was ſatisfied that 
ſhe was a Prince's daughter, travelling to the 
Royal Palace: and, when he had litted up 
is eyes to beaven, and earneſtly beſought 
God tor direction, and a bleſling upon their 
further converiation, he again came into her 
company. After fome further diſcourſe, he 
aſzed her the reaſon of her walking alone : 
ſhe told him, Pre found but few travelling 
tne ſame cond and ſhe did not think it c- 
pedient to turn aſide, or neglect her way, 
for any company in the world. If ſhe met 
with company, ſuch as delighted in the ways 
of witdom, ſhe took pleaſure therein, tor, 
with ſuch company ſhe was refreſhed and 
ſtrengthened in her journey; but otherwife, 
e choſe rather to be alone, to divert her- 
telf in examining her map, viewing th 
ſprings by the way, fruit trees, ſweet flow- 
ers, hearing the ſinging of birds {Solomon's 
ong ii. 12.) meditating on the glories of her 
Prince. and the joys ſhe ſhould have in his 
prelence, &c. (Iaiah xxxili. 17.) ſo that, 
though Sen peng was pleaſant when ſhe could 


enjoy 1t, the delights in the way (Iſaiah Xii. 


8. Solomon's Song, xi. 4. Ibid v. 1.) ſup- 
plied that want; and, upon the whole, ſhe 
neither was anxious to have company, nor 
had any averſion againſt it, her Getign being 
to enjoy that only, which might be molt con- 
ducive to forward her in the way. 
He then propoſed, that fince 


they had 
tound 
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found each others converſation comfortable 
and uſeful, 1t might be far their mutual ad- 
vantage to join together, and engage to keep 
company all the way. She told him, it was 
not for perſons. of their profeſſion to do any 
thing raſhly, ſhe would deliberate on it; to 
ſhe retired, and proftrated herſelf before the 
King her Father (Phil. iv. 6.) telling him the 
matter, imploring wiſdom to direct, declar- 
ing. herſelf willing to enjoy or be denied an 

thing, lo it were according to his will, and 
might be for his honour, He told her, ſhe 
had already been informed, and well knew, 

what manner of perſons they muſt be, with 
whom it would be expedient for king's 
daughters to keep company; but it ſhe 


found the perſon to be of the blood royal 


(Rev. 1. 6.) and endowed with princely qua- 


[lities, ſhe was at her full liberty, and more- 


over, by him, it ſhould be eſteemed honour- 
able. (Heb. xii. 4.) So when theſe two lov- 
ers met again, had deliberately conſulted, 
between themſelves, all ſuch things as they 
conceived neceflary relating to ſuch an en- 
gagement, conſidering the king's ſtatutes, 
thereupon, and jointly petitioned his Nla- 
jeſty's preſence with them, and his bleſſing 
on their undertaking, they joined hands with 
great ſatisfaction and ſerenity of mind, re- 
joicing to fee themſelves preſerved from fo 
many ſnares, and thus happily united by a 
divine hand, (Gen. ii. 4.) 
I then obſerved theſe happy compantons 
puſhing 


on 
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pulhing their journey, and ſaw verified ia 
an ancient council (a help-meet) for they 
were fincere friends, pleaſant companions, 
faithful partners, and uſeful aſſiſtants to each 
other. If they met with difficulties by the 
way, they would take each other by the 
hand to ſupport them; (Eccles. iv. 10, 12.) 
in-dangers, they would counſel and Rand by | 
one another; in forrows, they would ſympa- 
thize and comfort one another; it beſet with 
enemies, one would watch while the other 
ſlept; if one were fick, the other would 
comfort with cordials; (Col. iii. 2.) if one 
were indiſpo:ed in mind, the other would di- 
vert with ſome ſweet fong, or diſcourſe con- 
cerning the pleaſant land; if one were at a 
loſs concerning any part of the way, che o- 
ther would aſſiſt in ſearching and explaining 
the directions; if one were ready to turn a- 
ſide, the other would caution and admoniſh} 
of the danger; if one were employed in any J. 
ſervice, the other would be ready to afliit] n 
therein; if one found a refreſhing ſpring by x; 
the way, would call the other to come and] it 
drink; if one found any refreſhing fruit, h 
ſweet ſpices, or delightful flowers, would} d 
' pluck and bring them to the other; if one d. 
F heard any joytul tidings, would come re-] d. 
| joicing and tell the other; if one had any}. b! 
pleafant proſpects of the kingdom, would eng ot 
deavour to ſhew them to the other; if one] T 
was bleſſed with any ſpecial favours, the o ay 
tber would congratulate and rejoice on thq w 
coCccaſion 
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occaſion, &c. (Eccles iv. 9.) Then I was 


convinced that two are better than one; and 


yet it was manifeſt that they were no more 
twain, for I knew not whether to call them 
two ſouls dwelling in one body, or one 
toul inhabiting two bodies; but it appeared 
very conipicuous, that rwo were become 
ON Es 


Celeſtial hap neſs, whene'er ſhe ſtoops 
To vilit earth, one ſhrine the goddeſs finds, 
And one alone, to make her ſweet amends 
Fo: went heaven: the boſom of a friend, 
Where heart mects heart reciprocally ſoft, 
Each other's pillow to repoſe divine. 
Beware the counterfeit in paſhon's flame. 
YouNG. 


So I ſtill obferved this united pair (Mark 
x. 8.) advancing in the way, fer they great- 
ly contributed to help each other forward: 
many difficulties they ſurmounted, and many 
rich bleſſings they enjoyed, as they travelled 
in the way: at laſt they arrived at a pleaſant 
hill in view of the Land of Promiſe, full of 
delights, refreſhing fruits, pure ſtreams, and 
defirable entertainments. Here they firit fat 
down, and reſted in a delightful arbour, 


- bleſſing God, and congratulating one an- 


other, in conſideration of their enjoyment, 
Then they went and reireſhed themſelves 
among the fruits and fountains, and atter- 
wards they aſcended to a tower, Where was 
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25 ON M MARRIAGE. 
a large proſpective, from whence they look- 
ed back upon Babylon, and ſaw it all in | 
flames, and the country turned to burning | 
pitch. Then they gave praiſe and glory tb 
God for their wonderful deliverance they 
had in the way :, then they took a proſpect 
of the land before them, and ſaw Jeruſalem, \ 
the Royal Palace, the goodly Mountain of 
Lebanon, the cluſters of Eſhcol, and all the 
rivers flowing with milk, anche hills drop- | 
ping down ſweet wine. Then they looked 
98 below to the ſtreams of Jordan, and beheld | 
TL. © the great High Prieſt, in his ſhining robes, | 
waiting to carry the over; (Pſalm xxiii. 1. 
Iſaiah xxxiii. 21. Rev. xix. 8) they alfo 
heard the inhabitants on the other ſide tri- | 
umphing, ſinging, and ſhouting for jpy : 
then lifted up they their voices in ſongs of 
praiſe to Him that is, and was, and is to | 
come, which raiſed my mind to ſuch an ex- 
tacy, that I awoke, and behold, it was a 
DREAM. f 


But the thing was CERTAIN, and the in- 
terpretation thereof suRxE. | 


in- 
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